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A bit of history

• TACT (Bradley, Lancashire)

• 2008 

• 2009 CATMA 1, single user 
desktop installable for all 
major OS 

• 2011 Google Digital 
Humanities  Award

• 2012 CATMA 4, multi user 
web application

• 2019 September CATMA 6, 
versioning and visualization

• 2017-2020 forTEXT 
http://fortext.net 

http://fortext.net/


  

A CATMA Project

• Documents

• Collections

• Tagsets

• Team



  

Tags and Tagsets

• Tag
name 

color

single rooted tree

type-instance-relationship 

User Defined Properties

• reusable across Projects

• Taxonomy

• multi purpose

http://heureclea.de/ 2013 - 2016

http://heureclea.de/


  

Annotations and Collections

• Annotation: set of key/values pairs
structural markup

hermeneutic or semantic markup

comment

• Web Annotation Data Model 
https://www.w3.org/TR/annotation-model/

• Collection as a layer of Annotations

• Document dependent

• each Document can have N Collections

• structure Annotations

https://www.w3.org/TR/annotation-model/


  

The Modules

• Tags

• Annotate

• Analyze



  

Annotate



  

Analyze

• Query Language
"Mephistopheles"

wild="M%"

tag="analepse"

tag="anachrony/%"

• Query Builder

• Results grouped and 
counted by phrase or Tag



  

Analyze



  

Visualizations

• Plug 'n' Play visualizations
Abstract view on Tags and 
Annotations

Flexibility

Hidden semantics

How can visualizations take 
advantage of the hidden 
semantics?

Analogon to the CATMA Query 
Language: Vega

https://vega.github.io/vega/



  

Visualization

• Analogon to the CATMA 
Query Language: Vega's 
Visualization Grammar

• Idea: Analogon to the 
CATMA Query Builder: a 
Vega Visualization 
Builder

• Idea: Establish 
visualizations as a 
fourth resource, tied to 
their Tagsets



  

The Workflow

Hermeneutic Circle (Jeßing 2012, 283)



  

The Workflow

Hermeneutic Circle (Jeßing 2012, 283)



  

Technology

• Gitlab backend

• CATMA Project -> Gitlab Group

• Documents, Collections, Tagsets -> Gitlab Projects

• Project Configuration -> Container Project using git submodules

• Gitlab's User, Role and Permission system

• Vaadin based Frontend using Gitlab's REST API

• JSON, Web Annotation Data Model JSON-LD

• Tinkergraph



  

"CATMA is the opposite of dogma", urbandictionary.com

Thank you for your attention!

http://www.catma.de

http://www.fortext.de

http://www.catma.de/
http://www.fortext.de/
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